
2024 Washington History Day State Contest Finalists 
First and second place entries/students (bolded) advance to the National Contest. 

Division Category Place Student(s) Title School Teacher(s) 
Junior Individual 

Exhibit 
1st  Lily Moore The Change to “Guilty Until Proven 

Innocent” During the Salem Witch 
Trials 

Brighton School Matt Harrow 

Junior Individual 
Exhibit 

2nd Aashi Gupta All Men and Women Are Created 
Equal: The Seneca Falls Convention 

Evergreen Middle 
School 

Nicole Kesler,  
Madisson Madden 

Junior Individual 
Exhibit 

3rd Kate Babcock Riot Girl Movement Kopachuck Middle 
School 

Briana Leilani 
Blackburn Brown 

Junior Individual 
Exhibit 

4th Madeleine Yu The Treaty of Nanjing: A Humiliating 
Turning Point 

Northshore Middle 
School 

Alan Plummer 

Junior Individual 
Exhibit 

5th Curtis Cheng 1978 Open Door Policy on China’s 
Economy 

Explorer Middle School Haven Borgias 

Junior Individual 
Exhibit 

6th Andi Sinha Segregating America’s Wealth Kamiakin Middle School Marcy Martin 

       

Junior Group 
Exhibit 

1st Simren Bajwa, 
Manya Nagrath 

Aftermath of the “Unsinkable’s 
Sinking”: A Turning Point in Maritime 
Laws 

Evergreen Middle 
School 

Nicole Kesler, 
Madisson Madden 

Junior Group 
Exhibit 

2nd Kellen Lawrence, 
Easton Sutor 

The Vietnam Broadcasting Royal Middle School Emily Ovenell 

Junior Group 
Exhibit 

3rd Oliver Subbarao, 
Zoe Shah 

Polio Vaccination Canyon Park Jr High Craig Tupper 

Junior Group 
Exhibit 

4th Jia Sharma, 
Nicolette Yang 

From Mold to Miracle: The Start of the 
Antibiotic Revolution 

Evergreen Middle 
School 

Nicole Kesler, 
Madisson Madden 

Junior Group 
Exhibit 

5th Emerson Seitz, 
Myla Smith 

How the Amber Alert Has Shaped Our 
Nation 

St. John School Stephen Bretz 

Junior Group 
Exhibit 

6th Kennedy Patmore, 
Tahereh Tabrizi 

“Spin the Black Circle:” Turntables and 
Turning Points 

Vancouver iTech 
Preparatory 

John Zingale 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2024 Washington History Day State Contest Finalists 
First and second place entries/students (bolded) advance to the National Contest.. 

Division Category Place Student(s) Title School Teacher(s) 
Senior Individual 

Exhibit 
1st  Logan Piper The Boldt Decision Royal High School Emily Ovenell 

Senior Individual 
Exhibit 

2nd Rebecca Carlson The Lenin Shipyard Strike Royal High School Emily Ovenell 

Senior Individual 
Exhibit 

3rd Addison Whitehill George Balanchine: Ballet 
Revolutionary 

Bothell High School Kim Matthews 

Senior Individual 
Exhibit 

4th Miroslav Nandi-Dimitrov Einstein’s Theory of Relativity Liberty Sr. High School  

Senior Individual 
Exhibit 

5th Emma Le Nuclear Fission: A Turning Point for 
Minorities in Science 

Bothell High School Kim Matthews 

Senior Individual 
Exhibit 

6th William Legg Dallas Buyers Club Vancouver iTech 
Preparatory 

John Zingale 

       

Senior Group 
Exhibit 

1st Leanna Dsouza, 
Jonah Kim, 
Savannah Garrard, 
Geethika Burugupally 

Mandate of Policy: Pivotal Points in 
the Song Dynasty 

Lake Washington High 
School 

Jill Berge 

Senior Group 
Exhibit 

2nd Elijah Macht, 
Cooper Haymes, 
Leah Shattuck 

Too Good to Die: The Heart of a 
Lasting Legacy 

Vancouver iTech 
Preparatory 

John Zingale 

Senior Group 
Exhibit 

3rd Arjun Pai, 
Ajay Rajarathinam 

A Turning Point in History the Mark I 
Tank’s Role in Changing Battlefields 

Eastlake High School Timothy Rodgers 

Senior Group 
Exhibit 

4th Cory Hoyt, 
Kaitlin Medina 

American Hysteria: How 
Anticommunism Infiltrated Vancouver, 
Washington 

Vancouver iTech 
Preparatory 

John Zingale 

Senior Group 
Exhibit 

5th Andrew Bush, 
Ece Uzuncaova, 
Arielle Waham 

US vs USSR The Space Race Bothell High School Kim Matthews 

Senior Group 
Exhibit 

6th Kevin Nguyen, 
Kyra Turner 

The Montgomery Bus Boycott: A 
Turning Point in Civil Rights 

Bothell High School Kim Matthews 

  



2024 Washington History Day State Contest Finalists 
First and second place entries/students (bolded) advance to the National Contest. 

Division Category Place Student(s) Title School Teacher(s) 
Junior Individual 

Documentary 
1st  Thomas Laurino The Boldt Decision: How the Salmon 

People Got Their Salmon 
Stella Schola Judy Ronning-Larson 

Junior Individual 
Documentary 

2nd Chloe Tian Steamboat Willie Turns on the 
Sound: A Turning Point in Animation 
and Cinema 

Northshore Middle School Alan Plummer,  
Corey Martin 

Junior Individual 
Documentary 

3rd 
 

Mitchell Su Sputnik 1: Dawn of the Space Age Evergreen Middle School Nicole Kelser, 
Madisson Madden 

Junior Individual 
Documentary 

4th Wenxin Fang The Guardian of the Skies Evergreen Middle School Nicole Kesler,  
Madisson Madden 

Junior Individual 
Documentary 

5th Timothy An The Boeing 747: The Plane that 
Shrank the World 

Evergreen Middle School Nicole Kesler, 
Madisson Madden 

Junior Individual 
Documentary 

6th Sara Kim The Miracle Drug – The Discovery of 
Penicillin: A Turning Point in the 
Medical Field 

Northshore Middle School Alan Plummer,  
Corey Martin 

       

Junior Group 
Documentary 

1st Yastika Chouhan, 
Anika Prakash 

Executive Order 9066: Stolen Civil 
Liberties 

Evergreen Middle School Nicole Kesler, 
Madisson Madden 

Junior Group 
Documentary 

2nd Kavya Sharma, 
Anika Sarkar 

444 Days in Captivity: The Iran 
Hostage Crisis 

Evergreen Middle School Nicole Kesler,  
Madisson Madden 

Junior Group 
Documentary 

3rd Aden Norman, 
Leo Devereaux, 
Rae Yang, 
Robyn Le 

Sputnik & STEM: Rocketing into a 
New Era 

Kamiakin Middle School Marcy Martin 

Junior Group 
Documentary 

4th Emilia Pomeroy, 
Ingrid Roth, 
Isabella Rojas Gamez 

Girls to the Front! How Riot Grrrl 
Changed Feminism Through Music 

Vancouver iTech 
Preparatory 

John Zingale 

Junior Group 
Documentary 

5th Sayuri Kuruppu, 
Elissa Song 

Reform Rising from the Ashes – The 
Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire 

Evergreen Middle School Nicole Kesler, 
Madisson Madden 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2024 Washington History Day State Contest Finalists 
First and second place entries/students (bolded) advance to the National Contest. 

Division Category Place Student(s) Title School Teacher(s) 
Senior Individual 

Documentary 
1st  Christopher Lenoir A New Lens of Discovery: Gilbert Hovey 

Grosvenor’s Turning Point in 
Photojournalism 

Sky Valley Education 
Center 

Sabrina Shaw, 
Natasha Zimmers 

Senior Individual 
Documentary 

2nd Samuel Yang USAF System 621B’s Role in Modern 
GPS 

Tesla STEM High School Jenai Sheffels 

Senior Individual 
Documentary 

3rd 
 

Clara Wyckoff The Whitman Massacre: A Turning Point 
for Oregon and the Cayuse 

Prosser High School Kila Salyers Smith 

Senior Individual 
Documentary 

4th Samra Newton Haile Selassie and the Failure of the 
League of Nations 

Liberty Bell Jr/Sr High 
School 

Scott Barber 

Senior Individual 
Documentary 

5th Amy Tran Match Point: How Ping-Pong Diplomacy 
Turned the Tables of U.S.–China 
Relations 

North Creek High School Cynda Bambarger 

Senior Individual 
Documentary 

6th Jimmy Park The Turn in History: How Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand’s Assassination Changed the 
World 

Prosser High School Kila Salyers Smith 

       

Senior Group 
Documentary 

1st Quinn Wimpress, 
Shane Manzano 

Crossroads of Change: How the 
Interstate Highway System Shaped 
America’s Urban Landscape 

Castle Rock High School Stephen Hart, 
Miranda Elliott 

Senior Group 
Documentary 

2nd Denise Cochran, 
Mario Camacho Jr. 

Eternal Life in a Petri Dish: The 
Application of HeLa Cells as a Turning 
Point in Modern Medicine 

The Delta High School David Blacketer 

Senior Group 
Documentary 

3rd Adah Goel, 
Olivia Hansen 

From International to Intergalactic: How 
the Apollo Soyuz Test Project Sparked a 
Turning Point for Two Superpowers 
Locked in Each Other’s Orbit 

Bothell High School Kim Matthews 

Senior Group 
Documentary 

4th Trisha Pokkuluri, 
Irene Batta 

Ink & Impact: Nellie Bly’s Pivotal Role in 
Journalism 

Bothell High School Kim Matthews 

Senior Group 
Documentary 

5th Mason Byrd, 
Ryann Peyton 

The Tibetan Revolution and the Dalai 
Lama 

The Delta High School David Blacketer 

Senior Group 
Documentary 

6th Scarlett Cendejas, 
Lydia Galle 

The Women’s Army Corps: A Turning 
Point in History for Women in Military 
Service 

The Delta High School David Blacketer 

 



2024 Washington History Day State Contest Finalists 
First and second place entries/students (bolded) advance to the National Contest. 

Division Category Place Student(s) Title School Teacher(s) 
Junior Individual 

Performance 
1st  Liesl Taylor William Wilberforce: A Turning Point 

in the Abolition of the British Slave 
Trade 

Northshore Middle 
School 

Corey Martin 

Junior Individual 
Performance 

2nd Aurelia Carreon The History of Mental Illness 
Treatment: A Long Dark Hidden Past 
of Abuse to the World’s Most 
Vulnerable People 

Housel Middle School Dean Smith 

Junior Individual 
Performance 

3rd 
 

Isha Pattekar Thich Quang Duc: The Flame that 
Sparked a Revolution  

Evergreen Middle 
School 

Nicole Kesler,  
Madisson Madden 

Junior Individual 
Performance 

4th Riley Luckenbill The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln: 
A Turning Point That Threw Away 
Hopes and Dreams 

Cedarcrest Middle 
School 

Linda Foreman, 
Madison Woolery 

Junior Individual 
Performance 

5th Deyansh Sisodia The Spark of Labor Reform: The 
Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire 

Evergreen Middle 
School 

Nicole Kesler,  
Madisson Madden 

Junior Individual 
Performance 

6th Catalina Antunez 19th Amendment: A Turning Point in 
history for Women’s Rights 

Royal Middle School Emily Ovenell 

       

Junior Group 
Performance 

1st Savitur 
Ramasubramanian, 
Rishikesh Alladi, 
Sushruth Kanumuri, 
Arka Samatham 

The Spindletop Spectacle Evergreen Middle 
School 

Nicole Kesler,  
Madisson Madden 

Junior Group 
Performance 

2nd Sarah Bergeson, 
Grace Soliz 

The Sinking of the Titanic Royal Middle School Emily Ovenell 

Junior Group 
Performance 

3rd Danielle Pinson, 
Delaney White, 
Emily Corsen,  
Mila Davis, 
Lola Sinclair 

The Washington Suffragettes: The 
Battle for the Ballot 

Vancouver iTech 
Preparatory 

John Zingale 

Junior Group 
Performance 

4th Sophia Bjarnson, 
Grace Vergara Frieboes 

The Wall of Shame: How it Changed the 
City 

Kingston Middle School Todd Beuke 

Junior Group 
Performance 

5th Neel Khilnani, 
Hailey Marsh 

The Jazz Age: A Turning Point in Society Northshore Middle 
School 

Alan Plummer,  
Corey Martin 

Junior Group 
Performance 

6th Eliana Lemma, 
Arlo Simon 

Seneca Falls: The Women’s Fight Evergreen School – 
Shoreline 

Dan Gulotta 

  



2024 Washington History Day State Contest Finalists 
First and second place entries/students (bolded) advance to the National Contest. 

Division Category Place Student(s) Title School Teacher(s) 
Senior Individual 

Performance 
1st  Ethan Nguyen Otto Von Bismarck and the Turning 

Point of Germany 
Bothell High School Kim Matthews 

Senior Individual 
Performance 

2nd  Margaret Galbraith Turning en Pointe: How the 
Invention and Modernization of the 
Pointe Shoe Revolutionized Ballet 

Prosser High School Kila Salyers Smith 

Senior Individual 
Performance 

3rd  Alastair Nevarez Nellie Bly: A Turning Point in 
Journalism 

Castle Rock High School Stephen Hart,  
Miranda Elliott 

Senior Individual 
Performance 

4th  Isabella Yu The Birth of the Qipao and Feminism 
in Early 20th Century China 

North Creek High School Cynda Bambarger 

Senior Individual 
Performance 

5th  Jolie Cox Seeing Through Skin Sky Valley Education 
Center 

Sabrina Shaw, 
Natasha Zimmers 

Senior Individual 
Performance 

6th   Jiwon Kang 선덕여왕, Safeguard of Korean 

History 

North Creek High School Cynda Bambarger 

       

Senior Group 
Performance 

1st Neha Garde, 
Akanksha Revuru, 
Vivian Gu 

Turning Toward an Age of Fear: The 
Heartbreaking Legacy of the 
Columbine High School Massacre 

Independent Competitors  

Senior Group 
Performance 

2nd Noor Khalidi, 
Megumi Okamoto 

The Lady with the Lamp: Navigating 
Towards Modern Nursing 

Woodinville High School Kim Matthews 

Senior Group 
Performance 

3rd Ben Joireman, 
Mustafa Alwattar, 
Jayce Palm, 
Matthew Sears 

Prohibition: A Turning Point in 
Modern American History 

Mt. Spokane High School Luke Thomas 

 

  



2024 Washington History Day State Contest Finalists 
First and second place entries/students (bolded) advance to the National Contest. 

Division Category Place Student(s) Title School Teacher(s) 
Junior Individual 

Website 
1st  Ila Lu Pocket Books: Turning the Page for 

American Readers 
Evergreen Middle School Nicole Kesler,  

Madisson Madden 

Junior Individual 
Website 

2nd Nicole Terry W.A.S.P.s: The Fly-Girls of WWII Chief Umtuch Middle 
School 

Beth Doughty,  
Jon Nesbitt 

Junior Individual 
Website 

3rd Chace Ellertson The Great Seattle Fire: A Turning 
Point in Seattle’s History 

Northshore Middle School Alan Plummer 

Junior Individual 
Website 

4th Cassidy Anderson Frances Kelsey: A Turning Point for 
Drug Regulations in the United 
States 

Northshore Middle School Corey Martin,  
Alan Plummer 

Junior Individual 
Website 

5th Elliot Angell The 1918 Influenza Pandemic: A Turn 
in Medical History 

North Central High School 
(junior division) 

Paula Korus 

Junior Individual 
Website 

6th Anshul Arul The Wage Revolution: How Henry 
Ford’s $5 Day Changed America  

Evergreen Middle School Nicole Kesler,  
Madisson Madden 

       

Junior Group 
Website 

1st Anya Guhan, 
Aarya Kulkarni, 
Jennifer Zhu 

Electrifying Rural America: The 
Rural Electrification Act and 
Administration 

Redmond Middle School Graceanne Read 

Junior Group 
Website 

2nd Leo Hung,  
Walter Faulk 

Americans with Disabilities Act: The 
Most Important Turning Point in 
Breaking Centuries of 
Discrimination and Superstition for 
People with Disabilities 

Kopachuk Middle School Briana Leilani 
Blackburn Brown 

Junior Group 
Website 

3rd Riya Unnikrishnan, 
Brooke Sevigny 

From Scandals to Solutions: The 
Sports Drug Testing Revolution 

Evergreen Middle School Nicole Kesler, 
Madisson Madden 

Junior Group 
Website 

4th Ihita Gupta,  
Neha Dhariwal,  
Nega Jesu, 
Prisha Samal,  
Femin Binukumar Heena 

The First Stab Kamiakin Middle School Marcy Martin 

Junior Group 
Website 

5th Ellie Wharton, 
Adelise Song 

The Invention of Plastic: A Turning 
Point in Shaping Modern 
Advancements 

Northshore Middle School Alan Plummer 

Junior Group 
Website 

6th Enoch Akinbade, 
Atharva Gupta 

Microsoft: The Rise of a 
Revolutionary Turning Point in 
Computer Software 

Housel Middle School Dean Smith 

  



2024 Washington History Day State Contest Finalists 
First and second place entries/students (bolded) advance to the National Contest. 

Division Category Place Student(s) Title School Teacher(s) 
Senior Individual 

Website 
1st  Cindy Yang The Codebreakers of Bletchley Park: 

A Turning Point for WWII 
Tesla STEM High School Jenai Sheffels 

Senior Individual 
Website 

2nd Tesh Karpenko The Big Burn of 1910 Liberty Bell Jr/Sr High 
School 

Scott Barber 

Senior Individual 
Website 

3rd 
 

Aishani Agrawal The Atomic Bomb: Setting the Stage 
for Destruction 

Bothell High School Kim Matthews 

Senior Individual 
Website 

4th  
 

Ihsan Lishar The Manhattan Project, and the 
Pivotal Alchemy of Power 

North Creek High School Cynda Bambarger 

Senior Individual 
Website 

5th Max Sansoni General Relativity: An Odyssey 
Through Spacetime 

Sky Valley Education 
Center 

Sabrina Shaw,  
Natasha Zimmers 

Senior Individual 
Website 

6th April Zhong American Exceptionalism: A Turning 
Point in US Foreign Policy 

Eastlake High School Timothy Rodgers 

       

Senior Group 
Website 

1st Brietta Yi, 
Amy Du, 
Antonia Kwan 

Levittown: A Turning Point in 
History – Exploring Domesticity, 
Suburbanization, and the Evolution 
of the American Dream 

Newport Senior High 
School 

Robert Valaas 

Senior Group 
Website 

2nd Emily Meyers, 
Charlie Myers 

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire: 
A Turning Point for Workplace 
Safety 

Castle Rock High School Stephen Hart,  
Miranda Elliott 

Senior Group 
Website 

3rd Venkatram Chandra, 
Edward Zhang, 
Saravana Jayavelu, 
Dhruv Charugundla 

The Charge of the Hussars: Turning 
Point of Ottoman Expansion into 
Europe 

North Creek High School Cynda Bambarger 

Senior Group 
Website 

4th Isabel Ybarra, 
Caroline Bergo 

The Life Behind HeLa: The Story of 
Henrietta Lacks and her Immortal 
Cells 

The Delta High School John Keaney 

Senior Group 
Website 

5th Cy Christensen, 
Lawrence Minor, 
Ella Noble 

The Invasion of Poland Vanguard Academy Megan Hanover 

Senior Group 
Website 

6th Indigo Mutter, 
Skylar Faller 

Ford vs. Ferrari: The Rivalry that 
Revolutionized The Automotive 
Industry 

Vancouver iTech 
Preparatory 

John Zingale 

 



2024 Washington History Day State Contest Finalists 
First and second place entries/students (bolded) advance to the National Contest. 

Division Category Place Student(s) Title School Teacher(s) 
Junior Paper 1st  Kaia Knight A Monk & His Peas: Gregor Mendel’s 

Experiments and the Foundation of Modern 
Genetics 

Sky Valley Education 
Center 

Sabrina Shaw, 
Natasha Zimmers 

Junior Paper 2nd George Kosseff The Engine that Moved the World Kamiakin Middle School Marcy Martin 

Junior Paper 3rd 
 

Siena Newton Susan B. Anthony: A Turning Point in The 
Women’s Suffrage Movement 

Northshore Middle School Alan Plummer, 
Corey Martin 

Junior Paper 4th Levin Dinh The Commercialization of the World’s First 
Antibiotic 

Chief Umtuch Middle 
School 

Beth Doughty, 
Jon Nesbitt 

Junior Paper 5th Pia Meyer DNA Analysis: A Turning Point in Forensic Science Northshore Middle School Alan Plummer 

Junior Paper 6th Junia Bendickson Typhoid Mary – A Turning Point in Medical 
History 

Northshore Middle School Corey Martin, 
Alan Plummer 

       

Senior Paper 1st Matthew Ng New York Times Co. vs United States: A Turning 
Point in the Freedom of the Press 

Woodinville High School Kim Matthews 

Senior Paper 2nd Sherry Fei From Segregation to Integration: The 
Underlying Legal Strategy That Transformed 
American Equality 

The Overlake School Joanna Guiler 

Senior Paper 3rd EJ Wallace The Hanford Site’s Cultural Effect on the Tri-
Cities: The Consequences of an Atomic Turning 
Point 

The Delta High School David Blacketer 

Senior Paper 4th Natalie So The Universal Declaration of Human Rights: A 
Definitive Turning Point in the History of Human 
Rights and the Fight for Global Justice 

International School Tamara Truax 

Senior Paper 5th Anson Chen Embracing a Free World: Eisenhower, the 1952 
Republican National Convention, and the Birth of 
Bipartisan Internationalism 

Tesla STEM High School Jenai Sheffels 

Senior Paper 6th Lujia Dong Catalyst of Cures: Penicillin’s Revolutionary Role 
in Medical Milestones 

Henry M. Jackson High 
School 

Kyle Pihl 

 


